
Venue: 
Universidade de São Paulo
Auditorium of the Conselho Universitário
Reitoria, Rua da Reitoria, 374 

Registration: meriancentre@fu-berlin.de
Further information: www.meriancentre.net 

International Workshop
Researching Conviviality in Unequal Societies:
Theories and Methods

November 27–28 th 2017, São Paulo
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International Workshop
Researching Conviviality in Unequal Societies:
Theories and Methods

The Maria Sibylla Merian Centre Latin Ameri-
ca understands conviviality as past and present 
ways of living together in contexts characterized 
by diversity and inequality. As one of its core re-
search goals, the Centre strives to transcend both 
disciplinary boundaries and the European focus in 
current research on conviviality. Accordingly, this 
conference discusses – from an interdisciplinary 
and transregional perspective – theories, methods 
as well as empirical studies that examine coex-
istence in Latin America both historically and in 
present times. The two-day event addresses the 
challenges of researching conviviality in four dif-
ferent spheres: culture, politics, normativities, and 
everyday life. Presentations and discussions will 
be conducted in English and Spanish.



Monday, November 27 th

09:00 – 09:30
WELCOME ADDRESSES

Marco Antonio Zago (President, USP)

Georg Witschel (Ambassador of Germany in Brazil)

Klaus Mühlhahn (Vice-President, FU Berlin)

Chair: Sérgio Costa (FU Berlin)

09:30 – 11:00
KEYNOTE LECTURE

Claudia Swan (Northwestern University): 

Maria Sibylla Merian and the practice of 
Liefhebberij
Discussants: Debora Gerstenberger (FU Berlin), 
Susanne Klengel (FU Berlin)

Chair: Barbara Göbel (IAI) 

11:00 – 11:30  COFFEE BREAK

11:30 – 13:00
RESEARCHING POLITICAL DIVIDES AND ENCOUNTERS

Benjamín Inuca (CHIJALLTA FICI): 

Sumak kawsay “entre pueblos” como proceso 
emancipatorio de las nacionalidades del Ecuador
Juan Piovani (CONICET/UNLP):

Investigar divisiones políticas en contextos de 
convivencia
Angela Alonso (CEBRAP/USP):

The uncivilizables: armed confrontations at the 
beginning of the Brazilian Republic (1889-1915)
Chair: Florian Hoffmann (ICAS:MP/PUC Rio)

13:00 – 14:30  LUNCH BREAK

10:30 – 11:00  COFFEE BREAK

11:00 – 12:30
CONVIVIAL, (I)LEGAL, (IN)FORMAL 

Markus-Michael Müller (FU Berlin): 

Conviviality undone? The co-production of 
sovereignty and the inequality of the durable 
in urban Latin America
Gabriel Feltran (CEBRAP/UFSCar): 

The politics of the illegal: everyday life, money 
and violence in Latin America
Marianne Braig (FU Berlin): 

Trabajo y conflicto por el espacio en las calles de 
una gran metrópoli. Desafíos para la convivencia
Carlos Alba (COLMEX): 

La fiesta como espacio privilegiado para la 
convivialidad popular
Chair: Ronaldo Almeida (CEBRAP/UNICAMP)

12:30– 13:00
PEOPLE, PROSPECTS, PERSPECTIVES: 
POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS OF THE MARIA SIBYLLA 
MERIAN CENTRE

Maya Manzi (Maria Sibylla Merian Centre Latin 
America)

Luciane Scarato (Maria Sibylla Merian Centre  
Latin America)

Fernando Sousa (Maria Sibylla Merian Centre 
Latin America)

Chair: Nicolas Wasser (Maria Sibylla Merian  
Centre Latin America)

13:00– 13:30
CONCLUDING REMARKS

Sérgio Costa (FU Berlin), Barbara Göbel (IAI), 
Barbara Potthast (Univ. zu Köln)

14:30 – 16:00
NEGOTIATING NORMATIVITIES

Marcos Nobre (CEBRAP/UNICAMP):

Conviviality and domination
Diana Bocarejo (Universidad del Rosario): 

Convivialidad y políticas del día a día en el mane-
jo del agua en Colombia
José Maurício Arruti (UNICAMP): 

Convivialidad y indianidad en la metrópoli: per-
formances, políticas públicas y resenceamientos 
poblacionales entre los pankaruru en São Paulo
Chair: Samuel Barbosa (CEBRAP/USP)

16:00 – 16:30  COFFEE BREAK

16:30 – 18:00
KEYNOTE LECTURE

Silviano Santiago (UFRJ): 

Desplazamientos reales y paisajes imaginarios – 
el cosmopolita pobre
Chair: Barbara Potthast (Univ. zu Köln)

Tuesday, November 28 th

09:00 – 10:30
INTERCULTURALITY, INTERRELIGIOSITY, CULTURAL 
DIFFERENCES 

Gloria Chicote (CONICET/UNLP): 

Cómo pensar los procesos de “convivialidad” en 
la cultura popular
Alejandro Grimson (CONICET/UNSAM): 

Algunas propuestas teórico-metodológicas para 
la investigación intercultural
Paula Montero (CEBRAP/USP): 

Sincretismo, pluralismo y diálogo inter-religioso
Chair: Christoph Müller (IAI)


