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This lecture examines works of Egyptian
fiction that use underground spaces and
subterranean movement to articulate
dissenting visions for the future in post-Arab
Spring Cairo. Novels such as Mohammed

Rabie’s Otared (2014) and Ahmed Haji’s

Using Life (2014) go underground to
imagine temporalities that resist and move
beyond the present reality of proliferating
blockages and walls. These futures range
from the hopeful to the apocalyptic, yet they
all turn to the underground as a site for
imagining and staging transformations of
the spatio-political order.
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